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Volunteer and Inspire a Passion for Reading
Learn More at the Operation Read Kick-Off Thursday at 4pm
DAVENPORT, Iowa – Volunteers are needed for Operation READ, an initiative that promotes literacy and the love of books for elementary school children around the Quad Cities.

       




 

Volunteers are asked to commit one hour per week for a month. Operation READ teams of two to eight people visit one of eight sites each week to read a book to and interact with students.  At the end of each month, students are given a book to take home. 

Individuals can learn more at the Operation READ kick-off this Thursday, August 26.  The reception is hosted by Jane Bahls, the Chair of Operation READ.  There will be chocolate and conversations about the importance of reading to children.  The details are below.
When:  
Thursday, August 26 at 4pm

Where:  
Augustana Dahl President’s Home



1100 35th Street, Rock Island
To attend the kick-off or to volunteer for the program, please RSVP to Leslee Cook at lcook@unitedwayqc.org or 563-344-0321.  
As a result of Operation READ, many students have found a passion for reading.  Children surveyed before and after the program showed an increase interest in reading.    Some of the feedback received from last year’s initiative included:


“We thought it was fun and liked doing the activities.  The people were really nice and we liked drawing pictures and being read to.” –Two brothers participating in the Hillcrest Operation READ.
 “I like when they read to us and when we did activities.” – Amil Combs
 “I like it so much!  I hope they come back again.” – Aliana Lopez
 “I liked when they brought us books to take home.” – Sofia Terrell

Operation READ began in 2007 with just two sites. It started as a result of the Developmental Assets survey done by United Way in 2005. Reading for pleasure was among the lowest ranking assets with only 22% of our area youth reporting that they spend three hours or more reading for pleasure each week. Operation READ creates a framework to help build that asset in children in their early school years. 

Operation READ is sponsored by M.A .Ford, Modern Woodmen of America and Trinity Health System. 

For more information about Operation READ, please contact Leslee Cook at lcook@unitedwayqc.org or 563-344-0321.  
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