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Please note:  Testimonials of United Way clients are available upon request by contacting Jenny Parvin (309.269.6802).  Interviews with campaign leaders will be available at the Campaign Appreciation Event (details below).
United Way Raises $10.6 Million Exceeding Goal 
Donations will help strengthen the community by focusing on Education, Income and Health
What: 2010 Campaign Appreciation Event

When: February 17, 2011 from 4:30pm to 6:30pm with a program at 5pm

Where: River Music Experience, 129 Main Street, Davenport, IA 52801

United Way of the Quad Cities Area has met and exceeded a record $10 million fundraising goal for the 2010 annual campaign, raising $10.6 million. Lead by 2010 Campaign Co-Chairs, Amy Nimmer and Jim Jenkins, community supporters came together in an unprecedented effort raising the resources needed to create opportunities for a better life for Quad Citians.  

Amy Nimmer and Jim Jenkins kicked off the 2010 campaign in September challenging Quad Citians to Live United through volunteering, advocating and giving more than ever before.  With a focus on “Let’s do something about it” Quad Citians saw some of the hard facts people living the community face every day.

· 1 in 5 children live in poverty.
· There are almost 1,000 people who are homeless.
· 1 in 14 families live in poverty, having to make hard choices between rent and food for their children.

· 3 Quad City students drop out every school day.

Together, with teams of volunteers including – Campaign Cabinet, Leadership committee, Tocqueville Committee, Marketing Committee, Account Executives and a Loaned Executive team – Jim and Amy asked the community to Live United and give 110% to strengthen the Quad Cities to change these statistics.
-MORE-
United Way Raises $10.6 Million Exceeding Goal – Page 2

“We have real needs in our community,” said Amy Nimmer, HR director, regional deployment & operation, Deere & Company.  “But we knew that by working together, we could change these statistics and strengthen the Quad Cities.  
With the passion of many wonderful and talented volunteer teams working together, and the astounding support of those Quad Citians who Lived United, we have surpassed our goal of $10 million, raising $10.6 million for our community.”
United Way focuses on Education, Income and Health by collaborating with many area agencies and businesses to help tens of thousands of Quad Citians every day. Some of our work includes: 
· Education

· Imagination Library: Over 10,000 Rock Island and Scott County children ages birth to five are receiving free, age-appropriate books once a month in the mail through a United Way initiative called Imagination Library, all they have to do is register. Visit www.unitedwayqc.org for more information.
· Achieve Quad Cities: United Way, along with the Community Foundation of the Great River Bend, is leading an effort to increase graduation rates by 5% over the next ten years through providing mentoring relationships and connecting students to career opportunities. Visit achieveqc.org to learn more.

· United Way currently funds 35 programs address education across the Quad Cities.  These programs serve more than 64,000 people.

· Income
· 2-1-1: Individuals can call 2-1-1 24/7 to get connected to services in our community (e.g., finding childcare or rent assistance).  In 2010, specialists responded to close to 12,000 calls.
· Free Tax Preparation:  Families with a household income not exceeding $49,000 can access free tax preparation at locations throughout the Quad Cities.  This initiative brought back more than $5 million to our local community last year.  
· United Way currently funds 28 programs address education across the Quad Cities.  These programs serve more than 56,000 people.

· Health
· United Way currently funds 33 programs addressing health issues across the Quad Cities.  These programs serve more than 123,000 people.
-MORE-
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“Together, we did something about it,” said Jim Jenkins, senior vice president and general council, Deere & Company.  “Because of the collective efforts of the Quad Cities community, we will change what we see every day. Students are being encouraged to graduate, families don’t have to make difficult choices between paying for rent and food, and children have access to quality healthcare.  And that is what Living United is truly about.”

In addition to thanking the community for their support of the 2010 Campaign, United Way will honor Jim and Amy for their leadership and unparalleled giving spirit. 
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