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Over 350 Women Unite to Help Our Community’s Youngest Children

DAVENPORT, Iowa – On December 2, more than 350 women will assemble at the Bettendorf Convention Center to launch an initiative aimed at helping our community’s youngest children.  The United Way of the Quad Cities Women’s Leadership Council is holding its debut event this Thursday to mobilize women to help prepare children ages 0-5 to be ready for school and success in life.

This initiative is being led by Linda Bowers, Co-Owner, LinguiSystems, Inc.; Mary E. Junck, President & CEO, Lee Enterprises, Inc. and Julie Bechtel, Publisher, Quad-City Times.  Over one year ago, these women came together to start this movement and developed a strategy to best address the needs of children ages 0-5 in the Quad Cities community.  The Council has already identified urgent needs and is working to meet them by encouraging women to Give, Advocate and Volunteer.
So far, the Council has already made investments in two local child care centers that have identified specific needs.  Some of their support has included a handicap ramp to make playground equipment handicap accessible, trees to provide children a shaded area to play and continuing education for the centers’ staff.  All of these efforts are designed to help the centers improve their Quality Rating System (QRS) scores, the rating system that is used to evaluate centers’ quality of care.  In addition to these three lead women, there is a Steering Committee of women who have been meeting for over a year to plan this effort.  Members include:

Linda Bowers, Co-Chair 


Suzanna Frank

Laurel Walker
Mary Junck, Co-Chair


Deb Gustafson

Cathie Whiteside
Julie Bechtel, Founding Chair

Sister Joan Lescinski
Dr. Michelle Yates
Tara Barney




Denise Mack
Denise Bulat




Caroline Ruhl
Molly Carroll




Tracy Schwind
Lynne Cropper



Senator Maggie Tinsman
Carmen Darland
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PAGE 2 – OVER 350 WOMEN UNITE TO HELP OUR COMMUNITY’S YOUNGEST CHILDREN

“At United Way, we are inspired by what these women have already accomplished,” said Margaret Lewis, United Way’s chief operating officer.  “Their enthusiasm and dedication has sparked a movement that will change the future for our community’s youngest children.”
For interviews, and more information, contact Jenny Parvin at 309-269-6802 or please attend our launch event:
When:  Thursday, December 2

              12-1:30pm
Where:  Bettendorf Convention Center

   2021 State Street, Bettendorf, IA
To join the movement, women can visit unitedwayqc.org.
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