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United Way announces Birth to Work Fund Grants

Grants focused on parental engagement 

United Way of the Quad Cities Area will be granting funding to three programs in the Quad Cities Area focused on parents being engaged in early childhood learning experiences with their children and understanding the importance of parental involvement in school.  The money was part of $331,044 available in United Way’s Birth to Work Fund. Donors in the 2009 annual campaign designated money to the fund which was to be allocated to programs specifically preparing our area young people to be ready for school, ready to graduate, and ready for work. 
Twenty-one letters of intent were originally received for funding and reviewed. Of those, 11 were invited to submit applications. Funding was granted based on the review and recommendations of a volunteer committee and sent to United Way’s Executive Committee for final approval. The following programs will receive funding.

St. Ambrose University Engaging Parents in Project-Based 


$15,000

Learning with their Child

Engaging parents in their child’s early learning experiences, parents will learn that that learning happens in all types of environments and how children learn in order to encourage learning throughout their children’s lifetime.

Lutheran Services In Iowa Building Blocks (HOPES)



$43,692

Building Blocks provides individualized, strength-based, in-home visits and parent groups to parents and caregivers who need continued help with their children to overcome barriers to school readiness.

United Neighbors Building Positive Parent Relationships


$65,000

This is a partnership between United Neighbors and Davenport Community School District to enhance services for approximately 1,000 preschool children and their families in order to foster a new level of involvement and trust among families that may feel disenfranchised from the school community.  

-MORE-

In addition, the Executive Committee approved allocating $150,000 to Imagination Library, a United Way initiative that provides free, appropriate books mailed to the homes of children under age five in Scott and Rock Island counties. The books help engage parents in developing the essential pre-reading skills necessary for success in school. Currently there are over 9,000 children registered for the program. A recent survey of families in the program found that an overwhelming majority of participants found that their children had shown an increased interest in reading, and they been encouraged to read to their children more frequently as a result of receiving the books. 

The remaining $57,352 left unallocated will remain in the Birth to Work Fund. The Birth to Work committee and United Way staff will work together on investing the remaining money in fiscal year 2010.
-END-







[image: image2.png]o





