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Quad-City Agency Employees Honored for Their Work
Moline, IL – On Thursday, September 23, United Way recognized agency employees working to make a difference in our community during an Agency Recognition Celebration.  The awards, their criteria and the winners are listed below. 
Volunteer – Employees who exemplify the spirit of volunteerism in the Quad Cities.

Volunteer Award Winner: Colleen Willman – The Safer Foundation
Nominated by Sue Davison, Director, The Safer Foundation

Colleen is a Supportive Service Specialist for the Davenport Youth Empowerment Program at The Safer Foundation.  She organizes volunteer opportunities outside the classroom to ensure the students give back and feel a sense of the community.  Some of these activities take place outside the normal hours of operation.  For example:  

· Colleen spearheads the students’ involvement in the annual Festival of Trees/Teen Street entry, using her money for materials and her time on weekends so students can feel a part of this local celebration.

· She assists students who lack basic needs, sometimes donating items from her home or spending her own money for these necessities.  

· Directs the annual United Way Day of Caring and Youth Day of Caring event, promoting volunteerism to staff, students and board members.  

· Arranges community service projects for the students such as Stand Down, Kids Against Hunger, and Fisher of Men Ministries.  This is not a requirement of the program, but an aspect that Colleen feels is important.  
· Coordinated the students’ participation in the recent Live United promotion campaign at Modern Woodmen Park.

· Last year at Christmas, Colleen was concerned that some young people may not have the best holiday, so she found a donor to contribute stockings to each youth, with gift certificates.  This was above and beyond and demonstrated the caring heart that Colleen has for others.
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· She is first to volunteer whenever there is a need at Safer.  For example, she volunteered to assist with a Supplemental Emergency Assistance Program (SEAP) silent auction fundraiser soliciting donations, attending planning meetings and working the event.
· Colleen also volunteers for Race for the Cure at her church and organizes the annual Christmas party for children and parents of HOPES – a home visitation program that offers support and education to high risk moms and their babies.  

Colleen Willman has an uplifting spirit that is contagious.  She is selfless in the giving and sharing of her time and talents with others.  She knows the true meaning of Live United and exemplifies the spirit of volunteerism in the Quad Cities, working to make our community a better place to live.

Give – Nominees include employees who have demonstrated a giving spirit by making a financial contribution, being a leadership giver or a loyal contributor (five years or more), regardless of how much they give.
Give Award Winner: Sue Cooper – Chief Operating Officer, Skip-A-Long Child Development Services

Nominated by Laurie Walker, Director, Skip-A-Long Child Development Services
Sue has 32 years of spearheading the United Way rallies for Skip-A-Long.  She personalizes the staff campaign, adds fun special events, and is a leadership giver.  Sue always gives from the heart and knows how important it is to be involved in the United Way movement.

Advocate – Nominees include employees who have shown a responsibility to create a better community for everyone by bringing community members together around the goal of advancing the common good.

Advocate Award Winner: Angie Kendell – Family Service Provider, Skip-A-Long Child Development Services
Nominated by Laurie Walker, Director, Skip-A-Long Child Development Services
Angie is deeply involved in advocacy activities, events and committees in the community.  She has found a passionate niche and uses her energies to benefit our community’s children.  She has taken on the advocacy role within several community organizations as a volunteer position, organized voter registration awareness fairs, budget rallies and parent visits to legislative offices.  She is a young leader for all of the children’s future.

###






[image: image2.png]o





